HUMOR OF T.IE WEEK

STORIES TOLD BY FUNNY MEN
OF THE PRESS.

044, Curions and Laughable FPhases
of Human Nature Graphically Por-
trayed by Eminent Word &rll..ll of
Our Own Day—A Budget of Fun,

Sprinkles of Spice.

“she's o very preity girl. She is really
Immense.” “And she has an immense
father, to boot.”"--Syracuse Post,

“Mamma, see how cold that poor
cheatnut man looks! Do glve me five
ecenta 80 he can earn something.—
Flliegende Blactter.

Colonel —“Are you one of the ‘ad-
vancod' women, Miss asse?” Miss P,
(haughtily) —“Indeed I am not. 1 was
only 23 last birthday."—-New York
World.

Jimson —“Now, you wounldn't marry
me, would you?' Miss Nears—"Most
cortainly not, but why do you ask such
a question?” Jimpson-“Just to decide
a ot Kate Pield's Washington.

Maud—“That Swattles girl is wildly
Infatuated with her new chum, that
Molly Jamesby, What does it mean, [
wonder?’  Madge-“It means that |
Molly has n brother.”—Chicago Record. l

She-*I have been lisiening to an aw-
fully clever man for the past hour.” |
He—'""TI'hen you may tind me dull,” She
—“Notatall, Opeean't stand too much }
of that sort of thing, you know."—Life,
“Wife, can vou tell me why

Mrs. Kicksy—*No,
Kicksy—"Because [
anything where I
-Philadelphia Ree-

Kicksy
[ am like n hen?”
dear, why is 17"
can seldom  find
Inid It yestevday.”
ord.

“What has Mrs. De Siyle done with
the money her uncle left her?” *“She
did intend to build a house, but I see
sha has come out with new gleeves In
two dresses, instead,” -Chicago Inter
Cheenn,

Jilson says he does not see why there
should be any objection to woman
eutering the legal profession, Nine out
of every ten married men know well
enough that her word is law.—Buffalo
Courler,

First dog—-What Is that row down
the aisle? Second dog—That's one of
Mulford's pups. Ile won his first prize
yesterday and his head has swelled go |
they can't get his collar off.—Chlcago |
Mafil.

“How did Olltimer like the act of |
the lion tamer?’ asked the circus pro-
prictor. “He was bored to death. You
soe, e nsed to be the manager of an |
opera company with three prima don-
nas o It —Washington Star.

Mistress—Why, Nettle, you are a nice
girl!  What are you doing with two
sweethearis? Mald 0! please, ma‘am,
1 have only one. The other only comes |
when the one Is il or on rm-lnu;_.:h.—ll
Neueste Nachrichien,

Miss Wahbash -Will T see you at 1he||
Thornborne’s masquerade to-morrow? |
Mr. Benconstreet - Yes: I shall go as a |
monk. “Oh. how lovely! And will a
huedy-gurdy man bhave you on Aa
string "' ~Indianapolis Journal.

At the Assizes: Judge—Have you
anything further to say? Prisoner—I
should only like to ask that the time
occupled by counsel’'s speech for the
defense be deducted from my term of
fmprisonment.—11 Popolo Romano,

“What is the correct form for the
opening sentence of a marclage license |
when an heiress captures an impover- |
tshed nobleman ¥ he asked., *I give It
up,” she replied. “Know all men by
these eash presents,” —Chicago Post.

“I am afraid,” said the languishing
gentimentalist, “that your being is not
attuned to welcome sweet spring once
more."  “Yes it i8” replied the practl-
eal man. “I ook fifteen grains of qul-
nine this morning.”—Washington Star.

“Bill Donlan's band has been cap-
tured in OKklihoma,"” remarked the
newspaper reader, “You don't say so0," |
replied the man who pretends to keep |
posted, but doesn’t.  “What was Bill's
band doing? Playing ‘Sweet Marie? ™

Washington Star.

Merchant( to clerk applying for a sit-
uation) 8o yvou gpeak French and En-
glish? Clerk -And Duteh into the bar- |
gain, Merchant—We have no dealings
with Putchmen; therefore 1 will take
one-third of your esalary.—Plauder-
ecke.

Mr, Bharpp—If there were no woin- |
en, the men would have nothing to
laugh at. Mre. Sharpp—If there were
no women, the men wouldn't want
anything to laugh at. They would
not feel like laughing.—New York
Weekly.

Cuostomer (timidly)-—I
vou have some—or -sultable books for
a man abont to—er—be married? Head
clerk (promptly)—Yes, gir. Here 8kiyg-
gles, show this gentlman our line of
fargest sized pocketbooks —DBuffale
Courler.

er-—-suppose

At the Halrdresser's,—A barber, af-
ter applying some sticking plaster 1o a
gash made with the razor, prepared,

nothing dannted, to continue the opera- |

tion. Customer—I only fight up to first
blood. The duel is at an end; let us
shake hande 11 Motto per Ridere,

Little Dot
‘oo logquacious,’
mean?'  Mammn
talk too much.,” Little Dot (after re-
flection) "I 8'pose big words was made
0 folks conld say mean things wi'fout
hurtin®  anvbody's  feolings." —(ood
Noewa,

“TUnele Gearge zays I'm
What does that
“That means you

“Well, Mra. Parslow, I suppose you
are doing as many other ladies do now.
adays, taking lessons on a blcycle?”
“No, Mr. John=on, T am not. All the
lessons [ have had so far have been
taken off the bicycle, but 1 hope soon to
inke them on it, as you suggest!”—Har

| 62 and S84 years.

l glass,

| roused from his fitful slumbors by the

| that once were the Indians’ hunting

| County when the latier

per’s Bazar,

TWO QUEER OLD HERMITS.

They Are Brothers and They Live in |

Illinois,

Anderson County, [Hlinels, enjors the
proud distinction of being the home of
two of the queerest old hermits lvy.
Ing. They are Willlam and George
Coombs, brothers, aged respoctively
They live In a rade
hut, which was built by thelr father
nbout seventy-five years ago. Until
three years ago the roof of clapboards
wns secured slmply by long jpoles
lald across and tled. Now the boards
are nalled on. The window at the side
of the door was formerly filled with
but of late years it has been
closed with a tightly pailed plece of
sheet iron.  When this hut was built
Indians and all sorts of wild animals
roamed the then limitiess forest, and |

HOME OF THE HERMITS C{0OMMNS,

the lonely plonecer was frequently

. fold

| them

flerce war-whoop of the savage or the
wild shriek of the deadly panther. |
Now the vast forests are bur a memory
and well-tilled farms oconpy the spot

grounds,

Willlam and George (Coombs were
born In Kentucky and came to Clark
wag a =mall
boy. Rumor has it that In arly |
manhood Willlam was jilted by a cruel |
malden, and hie then and there abjured
the sex forever. His faithful brother
George, whom he to this day terms
“the baby,” became his companion,
and the two have ever since Hyed thelr
life alone, solitary in midst of
teeming civillzation.

Their hut is In the center of a 400
acre tract of land, which they ewn and
rent out on shares. 'They will never
sell thelr grain unless they get the |
price they think they should have or |
they have to have money to pay their |
taxes, They never keep any money by |
them. The produce they ralse on the |
five-nere tract surrounding the hut and |
the cggs from thelr poaltry supply |

them with the necessaries of life, all |-

of which they purchase of a huckster,
pever going to any town unless per-
emptorily summoned. The only vislt
they have ever paid Marshall in many
years was when they were summone:
on a trial n few years ago. The old
men vet preserve all their facultles
Sight and hearing are good. In their
earlier days both were mighty hunters,

| and thonsands of wild turkeyrs as well

w numbers of deer and hear fell to
thelr rifles. Roth still pride themselves
on thelr markemanship, old as they |
are, and not without reason, for thelr
alm is still deadly.—Utlea Globe,

A Funeral Dance,

On one oceaslon, near Rice, rl:\kma_|
I witnessed an Indian funeral dance. |
The brave, & man of influence (o the |
tribe, and who earried on his left hand
the scar of a fearful wound, sald to
have been recelved at Fort Phil Kear- |
ney, was lald out =tiff and stark In
the tepee In which he died. The woinen,
Just as Christian woien do, washed the
corpse, and then dressed him in all ll]Hi
ornaments. A red blanket was wrap-
ped about him, and a bow and quiverful
of arrows were added to the equipment
of death. Then the bhody was carrled
on his favorite pony, led Ly a woman,
to the place of rest. Oin four poles with
crotches, freshly driven into the ground,
a platform of sticks was Inid at a
helght of about ten feet. On this plat

| maln there for years and eause no tron-
| ble, and then again it may bring on
tappendleitis almost immediately, Whore

UNCLE SAM OALLS A

—_—

form the body reposed, as if the “‘.lr-l
rior was asleep In his blanket, with

his bow and quiver beside him. Then

the living braves circled about the seaf- |
with a slow, sorrowflfu! motion,
uttering a song or plaint. They made
three or four rounds; then, silenily |
mounting thelr ponles, they returned to
camp, leaving their dead comrade to
the company of the birds of heaven, In
the dry alr of Dakota the body becomes
rapidly desiceated, and one can be In

the neighborhood of scores of these |
burial scaffolds without noticing any-

thing offensive. It Is also a singular
fact that the carrion birds seldom look |
for food among the bodies thus expos

od The motlve for disposing of re-
mains in this way probably is to save |
from the wolves, which would
scratch up a grave. Bodles are some-
times high up In the branches of trees,
and It used to be no unusual thing In
the river bottoms of the Mlissour! to
come across a departed warrior thus
disposed of.

|

Reassuring.

Nervous people who are haunted by
the fear of appendlcitis every time they
ecat grapes or Dberries, trouble them-
solves unnecessarily, according to a
prominent physiclan. The general im-
pression that this singular ailment is
caused by the presence of a seed or
stone In the appendix 18 erroncous. A
small bit of digested matter gets into
the little sae, If the neck if it s open
far enough to recelve it. It may re-

the patient is In good health, In four
cases out of five the operation for re-
moving the appendix is suceessful
Many people who have heard about ap-
pendicitis have glven up the luxury of
small frult In fear of It, and some of
the extremely sensitive ones have even
been constantly worrled lest some soedd
that they had swallowed in the past
might glve them this disease—which
is among the rarest diseases any way.
It I8 time to explode the seed story; it
has caused too much discomfort al-
ready.

An Old Cuastom.

Long ago It was the custom In the
South to give the lady whom one in-
vited for a drive or outing, a small sum
with which to buy flowers, fruit, or
confectionery to enhance the pleasure
of the event. This moner, which prob-

ably varied with the fortunes of tho
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gallant, was ecalled “pin money." A
writer tells of a young woman, now i
grandmaother, who encountered the cus
tom muany vYears ggo at saratega, when
that ['Ihll‘n' was still the resort of good
Southern'famlilies. She had been invit-
ed to drive with a stately old school
Southern gentleman and his daughter,
and after she had accepted the invita-
tion, to her surprise, the father opened
his handsome purse and gave her a sil-
ver dollar. Puzzled at so queer a pro.
ceoding, she called on an elderly wom-
an who was a social authority, who ex-
plained to her that It was “pin money,”
and It was decidad to invest it in n
bunch of rose to carry o the hand
w hile dAriving

A Pluneky Indian Maid.

Louise Crouse i3 an Indian girl, 20
yvears old, who s a divect deseendant
of the Algonquins, who once ruled this
great State. She Is at the fnmous Nor
mal School in and tleter
mined, It is said, to obtain a Zood edu-
catlon, She Is penniless, her mmother Is
dead, her father Is a dipsemaniac, and
there are no relatives wealthy
fricnds o aid In her awmbition.
Nevertheless she has managed to pay
lier way so far, and to clothe herself as
well, by the hardest labor of all kKinds
and at all times. She has done sew-
ing, embroidery, serubbing, washing,
ironing, dressmaking and even garden-
ing to get together the pecessary
money for bher advancement. She
completing her course, but works
hard as ever in order to put by =ome-
thing with which to eduecate her voung
er sister. After completing hier studies
in the Normal Schiool she gopes Lo en
ter some medical eollege and be grad-
uatal as a physician.—New York Mail
and Kxpress
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Church with a Tree for a Steeple,

One of the oldest ehurches in Wash-
ington has a steepls formed of a tree,
The chuarch was bullt under the shade
of a tall poplar tree, and an ingenlons
member of the congregation suggested
that the tree should become the steeple
of the bullding. Accordingly, the tree
wis deprived of Its head, and on the
mutulated stump the bell was hinng,
This is, perhaps, the only Instance on
record of a church spire having been
made from a tree.

Hoax—=*I"'m golng to mke cornet les-
gons from Prof. Blowhard.” Joax—
“Giolng to take him for your tooter,
eh ?"—Philadelphia Record.
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ON THE OLD FARM.

FATE OF THE FARMER.

In America as in Eaurope Owner and
Cultivator Are Different Persons,
The Amerlean farmer has long held

a place greatly above that of the peas-

ant of continental Europe in his In-

come amnd style of living, because he has
been able to possess n larger tract of
land, nnd grently above the English
tenant farmer in his independence be-
canse he has been able own the
ground he tilledd  He will not continue
another half century to hold this en-
viable position. The economie forces
that have been at work in Europe have
also been ot work here, but not so long,
and therafore they hinve not vet ma-
tured so mueh frult, There liave been

10

i Americans who imagined that our po-

litlenl constitution would protect us
from the fate of the old world, It
would be as rational for a man to ex.
peet his knowledge of arvithmetic to
kKeep him dry in a thunderstorm.

Sometimes, says a writer in Lippin-
we find the American farmer
slipping away from his acres, and
sometimes we find his acres slipping
away from him; as a result of both
tendencles there is a separation, widen-
ing withthelapse of time. between own-
ership and eultivation. The Amerlean
farmer s following the English yeoman
extinetion, and the ereation of
landlord and tenant claszes has al-
ready made considerable progress here,
Specialization 18 one of the incldents
of evolution, and evolution In agricul-
ture Is giving us, instead of one class of
farmers, who were simultaneously
landlord, tenant, and Inborer, farmers
of the three classes, permanently dis-
tiner

cotL's,

Forms of Incredulity,

Consider the great multilude of
Chrlstinns who are constitutionally in-
capable of believing that there ean be
any good In any other religious sys.
tem than their own, IHow many Prot-
estants are there who hold it Inered-
ible that any good thing can come out
of Rome? Can you number the Ro-
manists who are without faith in any-

| thing the Protestants ever did?

A similar pecunliarity is seen in races,
There are many Irvishmen who ¢an be-
lieve In nothing but Saxon “perfidy,”
many I'oles who ean believe In noth-
ing but Russian “wickedness," many
Bohemians who ean believe in nothing
but the German “brute,” and many
Englishmen who enn belleve in noth-
ing but The “unspeakable” Turk.—All
the Year Round.

DOINGS AT LANSING,

WORK OF THE STATE LEGISLA-
TURE.

————

An Impartial Record of the Work
Accomplished by Those Who Make
Our Laws—-How the Time las Been
Occupied During the Past Week,

T.'hu Law-Makeras, Q
of Detroir,

Representative Partridge,

created the only sensation of the day
Tuesday when he introduced a resolution
to investigate the rumors and chinrges of
unprincipled work in connection with the
bill of Representative Matthews, which
requires manufacturers of patent medi.
cines to print the formula of their medi-
cine nupon the bottle. He was suspecied
of having acted with a firm of Detroit
lawyers in attempting to obtain money
from the manufacturers for killing the
bill. The resolution was Iaid over one
day under the rules. A bill was passed
providing for the incorporation of matunl
companies to insure plate glass, “The bill
to repeal the law taxing mortages wos
madon specinl order. The corgtitutionality
of the anti-fusion law possed by the Leg-
islature will bo passed upon by the Su
preme Conrt.  A. M. Todd, Populist and
I'rohibitionist eandidate for Congress in
the Third Congressional District, applied
to the court for a writ of mandamuos 10
require the election commissioners to place
his name on the Populist, Prohibition and
free silver tickets. An order to show
cause was wsued, when the constitution
ality of the luw will be argued.

A hearing was given by the joint com-
mittees of the House nnd Senate Wadnes
day vwpon the Lill prepared Ly the munici
pul commission for the incorporation of
cities having a population of more than
10,000 and less than 50,000, Although
most of the cities of this class are satis
fied with the Lill there were present rep
rexentatives from Saginaw, Bay City and
two or three other towns, who assailed
the measure in the most vigorons terms.
I'rom the opposition with which the meas
ures nre being received it is doubtful if
they will become laws at the present ses-

slon,

Thursday, when Senator Jamison's
bill for the repeal of the law empowering
Roman Catholic bishops to hald property
in trust cnme up on its thivd reading in
the Renate, there wos o warm fight,
which resulted in the bill being laid on the
table, although it will doubtless be taken
up ngain after election and passed. It is
not, however, n measure which will affect
the Catholics very seriously, as the bish-
ops now hold property in fee simple,
which cannot be well prevented by legis
lutive enactment. A hot fight took place
in the House over Representative Part-
ridge's resolution calling for an investi.
gation of the charges made against Rep-
resentative Matthews in connection with
the introduction of the patent medicine
bill,  Matthews defended himself and
charged that Partridge had been actuated
by animosity The was Infd
on the table.

rogalntion

The members of the State Legislature
had a busy time at Ann Arbor Friday
with their wives and children at the in
vitation of the Boarid of Regents to in-
spect the buildings on the campus. The
invitation and inspection are the result
of n request for au appropriation of
several hundred thousand dollars to
make improvements, especially in the la-
boratories. The logislators arrived 2500
strong, and remalned until evening. The
entire dny was ocenpied in the inspection
of the university buildings. The party
assembled In the chapel in the main hall
and procecded from there to visit the
library. The physical and mechanieal
laboratories were then inspected and
viewed in working order, full classes of
gtudents being present in each building.
Then the event of the day took place.
The legislators and families were con--
dneted to the platform in University Hall
and the whole college assembled in the
body of the building. As the different
clagses marched into the hall each gave
it class yell, and, being answered by
those who were already there, pande-
moninm reigned for some Uwme, When
P'resident Angell arose and stretehed out
bhis hands in an appeal for silence one
could not hear a sound in the vast as-
semblage of over 85,000 people. The
'resident then delivered a specch, which
was answered by the Chairman of the
State Senate, and then several short
speeches by  the Jegislutors followed.
This gathering completed the morning's
exercises amd in the afternoon the hos-
pitals and law library were visited and
nlso the dental clinie and hygienic labor-
ntories, At the Waterman Gymnasium
the classes proved one of the most at-
tractive features of the day's program.

Sacrificed His Pardon.

Relieff, a Russian man of letiers, had
been hmplicated In the conspiracy of
1825 and sentenced to be hanged. He
was launched from the fatal ladder,
when the rope broke and he wa
thrown to the ground, severely bruisel,
but conscious. Ie picked himself up
and sald, “They can do nothing in
Russin, not even twine a cord proper-
Iy, It was customary In Russia 1o
pardon the condemned after a shullar
fiasco, but on Relleff's words beiug
reported to the Inte Czar Nicholas and
his pleasure demanded, e rejoined,
“Frove to him that he Is wrong.” And
they did.

Holmes and Women and Children.

“U've several things bothering me,"”
he confessed one day. “First, [ am anx.
fous to find a sultable Inseription for a
child's porringer. I never wrote a
poem to a child, I believe. 1 love chil-
dren dearly; 1T always want to stop
them on the street; but 1 have never
written about them: nor have I ever
written much about women. 1 don't
know why, but I*care too much to do
the Tom Moore style of thing." Cen-
tury.

Barrow, the theologian, was a singu-
Iarly serious child, When he was dis-
inclined to merriment it was impossi-
ble to make him laugh, such wns his
gelf-control.

Socrates began late in life to take
dancing lessons, When laughed at by
his friends, he sald he wislied to lm-
prove hils deportment,

The image formed on the retina of
the eye Is lnverted, so that all things
are really seen upside dows.
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